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Introduction
Bernalillo County Public Works Division, in cooperation with the New Mexico Department
of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration, sponsored a meeting to
discuss the proposed reconstruction of the Bridge Boulevard Corridor, which includes
Tower Road between Coors Boulevard and Old Coors Drive and Bridge Boulevard from
Old Coors Drive to 8th Street. Proposed improvements to the Bridge Corridor include
paving, construction of raised landscaped medians, sidewalks, bike lanes, lighting, and
storm drain improvements. Improvements to Bridge Boulevard’s intersections with Five
Points/Sunset Road and Isleta Boulevard will also be evaluated. Bridge Boulevard
between Coors Boulevard and Old Coors Drive would also be realigned to follow Tower
Road. A map of the project area is shown in Figure 1.
Transportation system improvements to Bridge Boulevard would help to maintain
acceptable traffic flow, increase public safety, and enhance mobility for all users in the
corridor. In addition, transportation system and mobility infrastructure improvements
would directly support sustainable development, as identified in the associated Bridge
Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Plan.
On May 7, 2014, the project team held a public meeting at the South Valley MultiPurpose Senior Center to present the project purpose, process and timeline, a summary
of known concerns, and review conceptual roadway plans. During the presentation, staff
took questions and comments from meeting attendees.
The following summary includes the information and presentation provided during the
public meeting, as well as a summary of comments received from participants and
responses from the study team. The official comment period for the public information
meeting ended on May 29, 2015.

Figure 1. Project Area
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Public Meeting Materials

2.1

Meeting Invitation
A newsletter meeting invitation was mailed to 1,797 property owners and residents in the
project area. The mailing list includes all properties within a quarter-mile of the project
area and individuals who signed up for the interested parties list as part of the associated
Redevelopment Plan. An email notice was also sent to 249 interested parties who
provided email addresses. The postcard meeting invitation and email notice are provided
in Appendix A.

2.2

Advertisement
A display advertisement ran in the Saturday, April 25 editions of the Albuquerque Journal
A copy of the advertisement is provided in Appendix A.

2.3

Press Release
The Bernalillo County Public Works Division prepared a press release that was
submitted to local media outlets. KRQE news ran a story about the project on May 4,
2015 and posted an article on its webpage. See Appendix A for the article.

2.4

Website
The press release was posted to the project’s main web page and Facebook Timeline to
advertising
the
public
meeting.
A
project
website
is
provided
at:
www.bridgeboulevard.com with additional project information.

3

Public Information Meeting
The meeting was held from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on May 7, 2015. It included an open
house from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. and formal presentation by Bernalillo County Public
Works Division staff and staff from HDR Engineering, Inc. The meeting provided a history
of the project, overview of phasing, work to be completed, and a review of the conceptual
plans. Input received during the Redevelopment Plan process was acknowledged and
staff explained how the input was considered and would be used to refine the design.
Meeting attendees were encouraged to ask questions and members of the project team
were available to answer questions. Approximately 78 individuals attended the meeting.
A copy of the redacted sign-in sheets is provided in Appendix B.
Copies of the presentation and display boards are provided in Appendix C.

3.1

Public Meeting Comments
After the presentation, meeting attendees were encouraged to ask additional questions
and provide input on the study information presented, as well as complete comment
cards. Questions and comments discussed during the open house and Q&A session and
responses are summarized in Table 1.
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Two written comments were received at the public meeting. Written comments received
are summarized in Table 2 and copies are provided in Appendix D.

Table 1. Meeting Comments and Questions
Issue

Comment

Response

Aesthetics

Resident on Bridge who has previously given ROW to
widen Bridge. Like that the plan looks to preserve the
agricultural aspect of the corridor. Would be nice to see
an adobe-like treatment like on Montano Bridge.

Comment noted.

Aesthetics

Consider the aesthetics of the bridge and gateway
community.

Comment noted.

Aesthetics

Bridge MainStreet program has a meeting on 5/12 to
review artwork for the Bridge entrada area. There is also
a meeting on 5/18 to discuss Mainstreet activity,
including events, redevelopment, bicycle aspects and
how to support existing businesses.

Noted.

Air Quality

What
are
the
impacts
of
the
Gabaldon
Mortuary/crematorium that wil be built at Old
Coors/Bridge? Will there be air quality impacts?

State regulations and permits
require that crematoriums are
properly designed and properly
operated to have nearly complete
fuel combustion. No cumulative
impact anticipated.

Bicycles

Support for plan. Bridge needs more walkways and
bikes. It’s not safe for biking because people drive too
close. Don’t be attached to old school thinking.

Comment noted.

Business impacts

Shutting down Bridge at Old Coors could put a people
out of business. Can there be a way to keep both open?

Project team will look at potential
solutions.

Funding

How much funding for project?

$26 m, which is 85% federal and
15% county.

General

Go local or go to the east side. Make sure the project
reflects the entrepreneurial spirit of the South Valley and
will create jobs with local focus.

Comment noted.

Lanes

Increase in population will require additional lanes.

Comment noted.

Noise

Concerns about noise near Goff scaring off the sandhill
cranes. Preserve the air quality and be careful about
noise.

Comment noted.

Noise

Concern about traffic at Bridge and La Vega. Loud
trucks crossing river creates noise pollution. It’s a noisy
intersection. Is there a potential to police the area?

Comment will be
Sherriff’s
Roundabouts in
traffic to move
without stop and
noise.

Pedestrians

HAWK signals are a good idea for pedestrians,
assuming everyone has good will. Could see misuse of
signals to stop traffic. Panhandlers could use to stop
traffic.

Comment noted.

Phasing

Why is the project starting in the Tower area? Why not
start on the east end? Concern that money will run out
before getting to that section. That section was there
first, it should go first.

The Tower section is the most
straightforward and easy to
construct.

passes along to
department.
area would get
more smoothly
go, helping with
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Issue

Comment

Response

Phasing

Design is great for bike lanes but what happens at Isleta
and River where width isn’t available? Would like to see
design for all segments before starting any of it or start
with the most complex section first and work out from
there.

Comment noted.

Public Input

Public notice was insufficient for the planning process,
nobody ever heard about the project. Notice for this
meeting has been fine, but needs to point out the bad.
There was a petition signed by 3400 people who were
against the planning project. The steering committee
didn’t seem to represent a wide range of people in the
community.

Previous public process is
summarized in a public input
report available on the project
website.

Public Input

Where are the records regarding previous public
meetings?

Previous public process is
summarized in a public input
report available on the project
website.

Public input

Member of planning process steering committee noted
that distrust remains but she can attest that the steering
committee represented the community. Perhaps there
could have been more representation, but there was
quite a few perspectives on the committee. Those who
live in the community should be reassured that millions
of dollars are being invested into the South Valley.
Resources are needed and they would like to see them
fairly distributed among the segments.

Comment noted.

Roundabouts

Concern about movement of city buses on traffic. Liked
the flexible lane option. Roundabouts won’t work with
buses. Bridge is too big for a roundabout. It’s very
congested and nothing will change without more bridges
across the river.

Comment noted. No decisions
are being made at this point
regarding roundabouts.

Roundabouts

Concerns against roundabouts.

Comment noted. No decisions
are being made at this point
regarding roundabouts.

Roundabouts

Support for roundabout – less stopping, less idling,
slowing traffic down.

Comment noted. No decisions
are being made at this point
regarding roundabouts.

Tower alignment

What is the driving factor for using Tower instead of
Bridge?

That has been the plan since at
least 2004, when it was identified
as the future principal arterial in
the Long Range Transportation
Plan.

Tower alignment

Why is Bridge being shut down at Tower?

Tower has available ROW to
accommodate more lanes and a
complete streets design.

Tower alignment

Don’t close Bridge. It has always been that way and
people want to continue to use it. Why change it.

Project team will look at potential
solutions.

Tower alignment

People object to Bridge Boulevard being shut down
between Coors and Old Coors. It warrants looking at a
connection between Bridge and Tower.

Project team will look at potential
solutions.

Tower alignment

Resident on Bride west of Old Coors happy to hear
traffic would be moved.

Comment noted.

Traffic

Don’t want Bridge to be a thoroughfare.

Comment noted.
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Issue

Comment

Response

Traffic

Resident of Tower concerned about increased traffic and
speeding on Tower.

Comment noted.

Transit

Will there be bus pullouts?

The transit department is typically
against pullouts.

Visual Resources

Do not block any view from the bridge, even with
artwork.

Comment noted.

Table 2. Written Comments
Issue

Comment

Response

Access

At the last meeting, I had some concerns about my
property being land locked if one of the proposals
were implemented. who can I speak with to verify if
my concerns were addressed?

Discussion with property owner about
concerns to verify that access would not be
restricted to his property.

Land use

We’d like to update you on our Casa de Corazon
Building Project. Anticipated ground breaking
August to September. We’ll need a turning lane to
the new building. Thank you. We’d like to have
county staff dialog with Dave Puritz, NCA architects
– 255-6400, dpuritz@nca-architects.com

Comment noted.

Landscaping

Please make sure landscape design has input from
Parks & Rec, who wil be expected to maintain it. Do
not repeat error on Alameda median design. It was
not shared with land mgt and the horrible design
requires land mgt to close a lane of traffic in each
direction just to maintain the median.

Comment noted.

Roundabouts;
Landscaping

Hello, I have been keeping fairly up to date with the
development with this plan. I have attended
meetings and discussed this with neighbors. I would
like to express full support for the roundabouts.
They make sense and should be implemented! I
think the opposition has been most vocal, but it is
my understanding that a majority of people are not
opposed to the idea or are neutral concerning the
matter. One suggestion in regards to the landscape
design- I would propose having smaller in height
and "drier", vegetation as you progress towards the
top of the hill heading west, mimicking the the types
of plants that naturally occur as you reach higher
elevations onto the mesa. As you head east, from
the top of the hill into the valley, the trees would
increase in height, much like the larger and lusher
species located on the valley floor.

Comment noted and forwarded to project
team for discussion.

Safety

I would like to know what could be done for the
intersection of Bridge and Orchard Garden. The
wait to get on Bridge is very long and traffic is too
fast to try to get onto the boulevard. I would like to
suggest a blinking yellow light or something to slow
the traffic to allow for cars coming out of Orchard
Garden. This has been a problem for years and no
one has addressed this. I have had cars run into my
fence and accidents happen frequently most are not
fatal but continue to happen.

Comment noted and forwarded to project
team for discussion.
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Issue

Comment

Response

Timeline

Are we finally going to get some movement on this
project?
It seems planning has been going on forever.

Design for Segment 1 is underway.

Tower
alignment;
roundabout

I do have some major concerns about the project.
Mainly just about the roundabout & cutting off bridge
at Tower. I live off of sunset. About a block from
bridge/sunset/5points so I go through the light many
times a day. I also drive a school bus & my route
takes me on bridge everyday. I do not think a
roundabout is a good idea at all. The traffic on
bridge will be the only ones benefiting from it while
us coming from sunset as well as five points will
have a very hard time getting in. Larger vehicles
such as my bus will also have a hard time getting in
and maneuvering through it. Also the project to cut
us off at bridge & Coors and to detour to Tower is a
huge problem as well. Most traffic uses Bridge and
not Tower to get to and from work, home, family,etc
just as I do everyday. Having to go out of our way
and make this detour is a huge inconvenience &
costly when it comes to wasting gas & time. These
projects seem to only benefit one group of people
and not everyone. To fix the Roadway of bridge and
make it more presentable is a fantastic and long
awaited project. The only projects that should be
discontinued is the roundabout & cutting off Bridge
a major street into a much less used street as
tower. Many of my 200 coworkers/bus drivers
completely agree with me on this. Please consider
revising the project plans to what many of us tax
payers prefer & need. Thank you.

Comment noted and forwarded to project
team for discussion.
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JOIN US ON
05.07.2015
4:30 pm to 7:30 pm
South Valley MultiPurpose Senior Center
2008 Larrazolo SW
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South Valley
Multi-Purpose
Senior Center
2008 Larrazolo Road

Commissioner De La Cruz and Bernalillo
County Public Works Division invite you to join
us on May 7 to discuss the proposed reconstruction of
the Bridge Boulevard Corridor, which includes Tower Road
between Coors Boulevard and Old Coors Drive and Bridge
Boulevard from Old Coors Drive to 8th Street.
Proposed improvements to the Bridge Corridor include paving,
construction of raised landscaped medians, sidewalks, bike
lanes, lighting, and storm drain improvements. Improvements
to Bridge Boulevard’s intersections with Five Points/Sunset
Road and Isleta Boulevard will also be evaluated. Bridge
Boulevard between Coors Boulevard and Old Coors Drive
would also be realigned to follow Tower Road.

Bridg
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oulev

Atris
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RECONSTRUCTION: COORS BLVD TO 8TH STREET

Goff B

Drive

Lar

BRIDGE BLVD

e Bou

levard

For more information, visit us online at:
www.bridgeboulevard.com
or email us at:
info@bridgeboulevard.com

Open House at 4:30 pm
Presentation at 6:00 pm
Persons with a disability may request accommodations by calling
505.830.8845. Requests should be made as early as possible to allow time
to arrange the accommodations.

BRIDGE BLVD BRIDGE BLVD

reconstruction: coors blvd to 8th street

Ways to participate

Maneras de participar

Bernalillo County understands the importance
of Bridge Boulevard to the community and the
region. As a result, public input will be important
to helping shape the project. Opportunities will
be available for you to give input throughout the
design process and there are multiple ways to get
involved:

El Condado de Bernalillo entiende la importancia
del Bulevar Bridge a la comunidad y a la región.
Como resultado, la participación pública será
importante para ayudar a formar el proyecto.
Habrá oportunidades disponibles para que usted
participe a lo largo del proceso del diseño y habrá
múltiples maneras para involucrarse:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Sign up for a project mailing list to receive
updates on the project and be notified of
upcoming meetings and events.
Attend and participate in public meetings
and informal open houses that will be
scheduled.
Regularly access our project website
<www.bridgeboulevard.com> to stay
up-to-date on plan progress, upcoming
meetings and events, review documents,
and submit comments.

1.

Incríbase para la lista de correos del
proyecto para recibir actualizaciones
sobre el proyecto y para ser notificado de
las reuniones y eventos venideros.

2.

Asista y participe en las reuniones
públicas y recepciones informales que se
programarán.

3.

Regularmente accese nuestro sitio web
del proyecto <www.bridgeboulevard.
com> para mantenerse actualizado sobre
el proceso del plan, de las reuniones
y eventos venideros, para revisar
documentos y presentar comentarios.

Follow us on Facebook.
4.

Who do I contact with any other questions?
¿A quién contacto con cualquier otra
pregunta?
Amor Solano, P.E.
2400 Broadway, SE
Albuquerque, NM 87102
505.848.1527
Kelly Sims, HDR Engineering
Bridge Boulevard Reconstruction
2155 Louisiana Blvd. NE, Ste 9500
Albuquerque, NM 87110
505.830.8845
info@bridgeboulevard.com
www.bridgeboulevard.com
Scan with smartphone to access project website.
Escanee con un teléfono inteligente para accesar el proyecto.
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In 2011, the Bernalillo County Public Works Division began a process
to develop the Bridge Boulevard Corridor Redevelopment Plan for the
section of Bridge Boulevard between Coors Boulevard and the Barelas
Bridge. The purpose of the plan was to identify strategies to support
livability principles within the local community while effectively moving
regional traffic through the corridor. The Plan was adopted by the
Bernalillo County Board of Commissioners in 2013 and included zoning
updates, roadway infrastructure recommendations, the identification of
catalytic areas with redevelopment potential, and proposed phasing for
improvement implementation.
To begin implementation of the roadway portion of the Redevelopment
Plan, Bernalillo County Public Works Division, in cooperation with Federal
Highway Administration and New Mexico Department of Transportation,
proposes to reconstruct Bridge Boulevard from Coors Boulevard to 8th
Street. Traffic between Coors Boulevard and Old Coors Drive would also
be redirected to a reconstructed Tower Road to comply with regional
roadway planning. Design and construction will occur in four segments.

YOU’RE INVITED
Commissioner De La Cruz and Bernalillo County Public Works Division is
hosting a public meeting to discuss proposed roadway improvements to
Bridge Boulevard.
Date:

Thursday, May 7, 2015

Time:

Open house from 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Presentation from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Place:

South Valley Multi-Purpose Senior Center		
2008 Larrazolo Rd SW (North of Bridge Blvd off of Atrisco Drive)

Agenda: Presentation of project purpose, process and 			
timeline, summary of known environmental concerns, review of
conceptual roadway designs for Segment 1, and public question
and answer and comments.

Project Study Area / Proyecto Área de Estudio

Síganos en Facebook.

Bridge Blvd Reconstruction | | Project Newsletter

South Valley Multi-Purpose Senior Center
2008 Larrazolo Rd SW
(North of Bridge Blvd off of Atrisco Drive)
En 2011, la División de Trabajos Públicos del Condado de Bernalillo
comenzó un proceso para desarrollar el Plan de Reurbanización del
Corredor del Bulevar Bridge para la sección del Bulevar Bridge entre el
Bulevar Coors y el Puente Barelas. El propósito del plan era de identificar
estrategias para apoyar principios habitables dentro de la comunidad
local mientras efectivamente moviendo el tránsito regional a través
del corredor. El Plan fue adoptado por la Junta de Comisarios del
Condado de Bernalillo en 2013 e incluye actualizaciones de zonificación,
recomendaciones de la infraestructura de las calzadas, la identificación
de áreas catalíticas con potencial de reurbanización y la propuesta
realización por etapas para la implementación de los mejoramientos.
Para comenzar la implementación de la porción de la calzada del Plan
de Reurbanización, la División de Trabajos Públicos del Condado de
Bernalillo, en cooperación con la Administración Federal de Carreteras y
el Departamento de Transporte de Nuevo México, propone reconstruir el
Bulevar Bridge del Bulevar Coors a la Calle 8. El tránsito entre el Bulevar
Coors y la Calle Old Coors también sería desviado a la Carretera Tower
reconstruida para cumplir con la planificación regional de calzadas. El
diseño y la construcción ocurrirán en cuatro segmentos.

USTED ESTÁ INVITADO
El Comisario De la Cruz y la División de Trabajos Públicos del Condado de Bernalillo está presentando una reunión pública para discutir los mejoramientos
propuestos de la calzada del Bulevar Bridge.
Fecha: Jueves, 7 de mayo, 2015
Tiempo: Recepción informal de 4:30 p.m. a 6:00 p.m.
Presentación de 6:00 p.m. a 7:00 p.m.
Lugar: Centro Multi Propósitos de Séniors del Valle del Sur			
2008 Larrazolo Rd SW
(Norte del Bulevar Bridge conectada a la Calle Atrisco)
Agenda: Presentación del propósito del proyecto, proceso y línea de tiempo,
resumen de las preocupaciones medio ambientales conocidas, 		
revisión de los diseños conceptuales de la calzada para el Segmento
1 y preguntas, respuestas y comentarios del público.

May 7, 2015
Open House at 4:30 p.m.
Presentation at 6:00 p.m.

PUBLIC
INFORMATION
MEETING
You’re Invited to a
Bernalillo County Public Works Division
2400 Broadway SE
Albuquerque, NM 87107

BRIDGE BLVD

reconstruction: coors blvd to 8th street
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What improvements are being considered?

¿Cuáles mejoramientos se están considerando?

The Main Street alternative would feature the following:

La alternativa de Calle Principal tendría lo siguiente:

•

Four lanes, primarily within existing right-of-way with Americans with Disabilities Act-compliant
sidewalks and ramps

•

•

Bicycle lanes in each direction

Cuatro carriles, principalmente con aceras y rampas de preferencia que cumplen con el Acta de
Americanos con Discapacidades.

•

Improved lighting

•

Carriles para bicicletas en ambas direcciones

•

Intermittent parking

•

Alumbrado mejorado

•

Raised median with native/xeric landscaping

•

Estacionamiento intermitente

•

Pedestrian refuge islands with possible crosswalk signals at mid-block crossings

•

Camellones levantados con paisajismo nativo/ambiental

•

Traffic signal or a two-lane roundabout intersection configuration at Bridge Boulevard’s
intersections with Isleta Boulevard and Sunset Drive/Five Points

•

Islas de refugio para peatones con posibles señales de cruces peatonales en los cruces a la
mitad de la cuadra

•

Storm drain improvements

•

Semáforo o una configuración de intersección de glorieta en las intersecciones del Bulevar
Bridge con el Bulevar Isleta y la Carretera Sunset/Five Points

•

Realignment of Bridge Boulevard west of Old Coors Drive to follow Tower Road

•

Mejoramientos de sumideros de lluvia

•

Realinamiento del Bulevar Bridge al oeste de la Calle Old Coors para seguir a la Carretera Tower

What is the project schedule?

¿Cuál es el horario del proyecto?

An Environmental Assessment to review broad issues within the entire project corridor from
Coors Boulevard to 8th Street is being prepared. Design and construction of the Bridge Boulevard
Reconstruction project is expected to be completed in four segments:

Se está preparando una evaluación medio ambiental para revisar las cuestiones amplias dentro del
corredor entero del proyecto del Bulevar Coors a la Calle 8. Se espera que el diseño y la construcción del
proyecto de Reconstrucción del Bulevar Bridge se complete en cuatro segmentos:

Segment 1:

Tower Road from Coors Boulevard to Old Coors Drive and Bridge Boulevard from Old Coors Drive to Goff Boulevard

Segment 2:

Goff Boulevard to Cannon Road

Segmento 1: Carretera Tower del Bulevar Coors a la Calle Old Coors y del Bulevar Bridge de la Calle Old Coors al Bulevar Goff

Segment 3:

Cannon Road Drive to La Vega Drive

Segmento 2: Bulevar Goff a la Carretera Cannon

Segment 4:

La Vega Drive to 8th Street

Segmento 3: Carrera Cannon a la Calle La Vega

Design of Segment 1 is underway. Decisions on the sequencing of design and construction of the remaining segments will be dependent
on funding and timing of separate concurrent projects within the area.
The New Mexico Department of Transportation’s project development process will be followed for design of each segment and consists of
1) preliminary engineering and environmental studies; 2) final design, preparation of construction contract documents, and right-of-way
acquisition (if needed); and 3) construction.

Segmento 4: Calle La Vega a la Calle 8
El diseño del Segmento 1 está en proceso. Las decisiones del orden lógico del diseño y de la construcción de los segmentos restantes
dependerá en el financiamiento y la sincronización de proyectos concurrentes separados dentro del área.
Se seguirá el proceso de urbanización de proyectos del Departamento de Transporte de Nuevo México para el diseño de cada segmento y
consiste de 1) ingeniería preliminar y estudios medio ambientales; 2) diseño final, preparación de documentos de contrato de construcción
y adquisición de preferencias (si se necesitan); y 3) construcción.

Public Input | Participación del público
(ongoing) | (continua)

SPRING 2015
Environmental Assessment - Coors Boulevard to 8th Street
• Public meeting - May 7, 2015
• Public hearing - early June 2015
Evaluación medio ambiental – Bulevar Coors a Calle 8
• Reunión pública – 7 de mayo, 2015
• Audiencia pública – a principios de junio 2015
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SPRING 2015 TO FALL 2016

LATE 2015 TO 2017

2016 TO 2017

2016 TO 2018

Phase 1: Coors Blvd to Goff Blvd
• Preliminary engineering and environmental document
• Final design, preparation of construction contract documents, and right-of-way acquisition (if needed)
• Construction

Future Phase 2: Segment to be determined
• Preliminary engineering and environmental document
• Final design, preparation of construction contract documents, and right-of-way acquisition (if needed)
• Construction

Future Phase 3: Segment to be determined
• Preliminary engineering and environmental document
• Final design, preparation of construction contract documents, and right-of-way acquisition (if needed)
• Construction

Future Phase 4: Segment to be determined
• Preliminary engineering and environmental document
• Final design, preparation of construction contract documents, and right-of-way acquisition (if needed)
• Construction

Fase 1: Bulevar Coors a Bulevar Goff
• Ingeniería preliminar y documento medio ambiental
• Diseño final, preparación de documentos de contrato de
construcción y adquisición de preferencias (si se necesitan)
• Construcción

Fase futura 2: Segmento para determinarse
• Ingeniería preliminar y documento medio ambiental
• Diseño final, preparación de documentos de contrato de
construcción y adquisición de preferencias (si se necesitan)
• Construcción

Fase futura 3: Segmento para determinarse
• Ingeniería preliminar y documento medio ambiental
• Diseño final, preparación de documentos de contrato de
construcción y adquisición de preferencias (si se necesitan)
• Construcción

Fase futura 4: Segmento para determinarse
• Ingeniería preliminar y documento medio ambiental
• Diseño final, preparación de documentos de contrato de
construcción y adquisición de preferencias (si se necesitan)
• Construcción
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Rebuilding project to overhaul, change Bridge Boulevard | KRQE News 13

Rebuilding project to overhaul, change Bridge Boulevard
By Chris McKee
Published: May 4, 2015, 10:06 pm | Updated: May 4, 2015, 10:30 pm

ALBUQUERQUE (KRQE) – It’s a maddening drive if you’ve ever been stuck on it during rush hour and now a long stretch of
Bridge Boulevard is about to get a makeover.
While about 30,000 cars use Bridge Boulevard each day, the road is set to get a lot of improvements, many of which will probably
help pedestrians, bicyclists and businesses.
“It’s a very exciting project, it’s long overdue,” said Nolan Bennett, construction manager for Bernalillo County Public Works.
Bridge Boulevard is set to become Albuquerque’s next big road project. Three and a half miles of it is set to be rebuilt. Right now
the county is planning to rebuild the road from 8th Street by the Hispanic Cultural Center, all the way to Coors.
“We want to make Bridge Boulevard better for business, better for pedestrians, better for bicyclists better for the motoring public,”
said Bennett.
The first stretch of the project is slated to be the longest.
“New Coors, down to old Coors on Tower, and then along Bridge to Goff,” said Bennett.
That $13 million portion is being planned right now and should go under construction by next Spring or Summer of 2016
according to the county.
Bernalillo County planners aren’t looking to build a wider road at this point, but they want to add things to the road like landscaped
medians, wider sidewalks and wider bike lanes. Some of those bike lanes could run behind a protective row of parking, commonly
referred to as a “buffered bike lane.”
KRQE News 13 spoke to some Bridge Boulevard users Monday who agreed with the idea of change.
“Sidewalks would be good,” said Monique Lucero, who drives on Bridge every work day.
“Oh yeah definitely, especially the smoother roads because they’re pretty torn up in spots,” said Terry Aston, a man who used to
frequently bike on Bridge.
The county is also considering adding mid-block crossings. Most recently, the county installed New Mexico’s first “hawk beacon”
stop light, an on-demand crosswalk that activates a red-lit traffic signal.
“There’s a lot of different activities encouraging businesses in that area,” said Bennett.
Some ideas could surprise drivers too. One concept could put roundabouts (http://www.bernco.gov/BridgePlan/) at five
points to avoid long red lights at the intersection of Bridge and Isleta.
The county says they’re just ideas right now, but they want to hear public feedback.
“Discuss their desires and what they may want along that corridor,” said Bennett.
http://krqe.com/2015/05/04/rebuilding-project-to-overhaul-change-bridge-boulevard/
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The county’s first big discussion about all of the ideas for Bridge Blvd. is slated for Thursday, May 7. A public meeting is set to
take place from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the South Valley Senior Center near Bridge and Atrisco. Bernalillo County has also set up a
website for the project at bridgeboulevard.com (http://www.bridgeboulevard.com/)
The county estimates the entire rebuild of Bridge will cost about $25 million over the next several years. So far, the county has
about $17 million of that money saved up.
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Match to Setment 1-3

Setment 1-2

Match to Setment 1-2

Beginning of Project Area
Beginning of Segment 1-1

Segments 1-1 and 1-2

Match to Setment 1-5

Setment 1-4

Match to Setment 1-4

Segment 1-3

Segments 1-3 and 1-4

Match to Setment 1-7

Setment 1-6

Match to Setment 1-6

Segment 1-5

Segments 1-5 and 1-6

End of Segment 1

Segment 1-7

Segment 1-7

Typical Section

Project Corridor

Bridge Boulevard
Reconstruction

Coors Boulevard to 8th Street

© 2015 HDR, all rights reserved.

Welcome and Introductions

Purpose of
Meeting





Explain project process and phasing
Obtain public input for Environmental
Documentation
Discuss design of Segment 1
Review previous input on roadway concepts
o
o

Verify concerns
Obtain additional comment

History



Integrated Plan
This project is for the design and
construction of the roadway improvements.

Zoning

Roadway

Redevelopment
Opportunities

Project Limits





Segment 1: Coors Boulevard to Goff Boulevard
Segment 2: Goff Boulevard to Cannon Road
Segment 3: Cannon Road to La Vega Drive
Segment 4: La Vega Drive to 8th Street

Project Development Process
“Umbrella” Environmental Assessment
Segment 1
Preliminary engineering
and environmental
document
Final design and
preparation of
construction contract
documents
Right-of-way acquisition
not anticipated
Construction

Segment TBD
Preliminary
engineering and
environmental
document
Final design,
preparation of
construction contract
documents, and rightof-way acquisition
Construction

Segment TBD
Preliminary
engineering and
environmental
document
Final design,
preparation of
construction contract
documents, and rightof-way acquisition
Construction

Segment TBD
Preliminary
engineering and
environmental
document
Final design,
preparation of
construction contract
documents, and rightof-way acquisition
Construction

Segment 1 Conceptual Plans



Tower Road from Coors Boulevard to Old Coors Drive
Bridge Boulevard from Old Coors Drive to Goff Boulevard

Segment 1 Conceptual Plans

Segment 1 Conceptual Plans

Segment 1 Conceptual Plans

Segment 1 Conceptual Plans

Segment 1 Conceptual Plans

Benefits of Improvements
1.

2.

3.

Increased safety
o

Pedestrian Lighting

o

Improved Drainage

o

Reduced Vehicle Speeds

Reduced Congestion
o

Improved Traffic Flow

o

ITS Linked Signals

o

Access Control

Increased Mode share
o

Improved ADA/Pedestrian Access

o

Safer Bicycle Facilities

o

Enhanced Transit Stops

Public Input


Redevelopment Plan
o
o
o
o

4 Public Meetings
Charrette
14 Steering Committee Meetings
Speakers at County Planning Commission and Board of Commissioners’ Hearings

Previous Public Input











Respecting the character of the South Valley - celebrate the agricultural tradition, open space,
and acequias
Aesthetics
Balance commuting needs and retail needs with regards to traffic
Roundabouts/intersection configurations
Right-of-Way requirements
Access from Five Points to Bridge Boulevard
Tower Road alignment and access to and from Bridge Boulevard west of Old Coors Road
Access to businesses
Underground infrastructure
Construction impacts

Next Steps/Open Discussion
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